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Outline  of  Northampton's  History- 
Year  by  Year  Since  1800. 

Prom  the  Hampshire  I^aily  Gazette,  January  X,  1901 

7131783 

Yesterday  the  Gazette  gave  the  record  of  the  city'e  history  for  the 
last  year  of  the  century,  day  by  day,  and  to  this  record  is  now  added 
the  history  of  Northampton  during  the  century,  year  by  year.     It  is 
an  interesting  review,  needing  no  further  comment,  and  few  other 
coimnunities  have  arecord  so  entertaining,  so  unique  and  so  entirely 
crediltable  as  ovtr  own. 

1600    Hon.  Caleb  Strong  of  Northampton  elected  governor;    Shad  fishing 
at  South  Hadley  Palls  remarkably  good,  sometimes  as  many  as  2000 
2000  shad  being  taken  at  a  single  haul. 

1801    Stone  jail  completed  on  Pleasant  Street.     Great  flood  in  Conn- 
ecticut River,  called  the  "Jefferson  Flood." 

1803    Northampton  bank  organized,  the  first  banking  institution  in 
town  • 

1805  ^-ar.  16,  the  Williamsburg  and  Windsor  Turnpike  corporation 
chartered,  to  build  a  road  from  Williamsburg  through  Goshen, 

Gummington  and  Windsor  to  Cheshire.      Dr.  Levi  Sheiihepd  died, 

aged  62. 

1806  Halligan  and  "Daley  hanged  on  Gallows  Plain  in  April,  15,000 
people  present. 

crossing 

1808    First  bridge  across  the  Connecticut  river  at  Hadle^built ; 

grand  celebration  of  th^event  Oct.  28,  an  immense  concourse  of 
people  present. 

1811  County  of  Franklin  set  off  frorn  old  county  of  Hampshire,  June24. 

1812  County  of  ^^ampden  set  off  from  old  county  of  Hampshire . Feb.  20. 
"Old  Church"  dedicated  Oct.  28,  present  1400  people  .     July  14 
eighty^i^t  delegates  ,  representing  57  towns  of  Hampshire, 
Franklin  and  Hampden  counties,  met  in  the  court-hou^e,  Northamp- 
ton and  unanimously  adopted  a  memorial  to  the  President  praydng 
that  conanissioners  be  appointed  for  the  speedy  negotiations  of 
terras  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.     The  sentiment  of  the  people 
of  this  region  was  strongly  against  the  war. 

1813  The  third  raeeting-house ,  erected  177G  torn  down,  a  new  one 

having  been  built.    The  third  court-house  eredted.     A  body  of 
soldiers    cs-ie  to  town  from  Berkshire  county  on  their  vmy  to 
Boston.     They  arrived  on  Saturday  niglrxt,  and  on  Sunday  morcing 
they  assonbled  at  the  raeeting-house,  where  Rev.  Solomon 
Williams  offered  prayer.     Tontine  building  destroyed  by  fire. 

1815    Wrn.  Butler,  founder  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  sold  out  after 
publishing  the  paper  nearly  29  years.    An  effort  was  made  to 
have  Williams  College  removed  to  Northampton.  Town  Hall  erected 
on  court-house  park. 
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1816    Sept.  11  set  apart  "by  the  church  and  society  of  Northampton 
for  prayer  and  humiliation  on  account  of  a  long-continued 
drought;     the  following  week  rain  fell  abundantly.     A  reading 
room  established  ii^  Northampton. 

1818  Hampshire,  Eranklin  and  Hampden  Agricultural  Society  organized 
Jan.  22. 

1819  Gov.  Caleb  Strong  died  Nov.  7,  aged  74.     He  was  Governor  ten 
years,     U.S.  Senator,  and  twice  elected  to  a  seat  on  the  bench 
of  the  supreme  court. 

1830  Stoves  first  used  for  heating  the  church  meeting-house;  two  were 
given  for  that  purpose  by  John  Tappan  of  Boston.     Dr.  Ebenezer 
Hunt  died,  aged76. 

1821  Law  school  opened  by  Elijah  H.  Mills  and  Samuel  Howe.  First 
house  erected  on  Mt  Holyoke  and  dedicated  on  June  17th,  Hon. 
Elijah  Mills  delivering  an  oration. 

1822  Court  house  destroyed  sck±iK  by  fire  Nov.  20,  between  10  and  11 
a.m.  while  court  was  in  session. 

1823  First  town  hall  erected  on  west  corner  ^in  and  King  Streets, 
about  40  feet  from  court-house;    court  house  built. 

1824  Round  Hill  school  opened  by  Geo.  Bancroft  and  J.  G.  Coggswell. 
The  church  bell  in  use  since  1760  was  broken  and  a  new  one 
purchased,  which  was  destroyed  with  the  church  in  1876.  A 
Baptist  church  organized. 

1825  A  tax  of  11500  voted  by  the  town  for  support  of  religious 
worship  —  the  last  tax  levied  ^  the  town  for  that  purpose. 
Unitarian  Society  organized  Feb.  22,  and  its  meeting-house 
dedicated  "Dec.  7. 

1826  Episcopal  Church  orgajiized.     Gen.  Lafayette  visited  Northampton 
and  was  given  a  patriotic  reception  b^  the  citizens.  South 
Street  bridge  rebuilt.     Isaac^Bates  elected  to  Congress.  Mansion 
House  erected  on  site  of  present  St.  Mary's  church. 

1829    Elijah  H.  Mills,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Northampton, died  May  5, 
ELged  57.    He  served  in  the  state  legislature,  and  in  both 
branches  of  Congress.    Baptist  meeting-house  dedicated  July  8. 
Episcopal  meeting-house  dedicated  r>ec.  22.     Solomon  Stoddard 
died  aged  94. 

1831  i^ath  of  Benjamin  Tappan,  aged  83.  Sale  of  the  Warner  House 
Hotel  to  J.B.  Vinton  by  Oliver  Warner  for  $13,000. 

1832  Edwards  Church  organized. 

1833  Edwards  Church  erected,  a  brick  meeting-house  on  east  corner  of 
^ain  and  South  streets.  ^Wpshlre  Medical  District  eociety  or- 
ganized*   Henry  Clay  came  to  Northampton  in  November. 
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1834  New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal  completed  to  Northampton.  Rev. 
Solomon  Williams  died,  aged  82. 

1835  Gothic  Seminary  built  and  school  opened  under  direction  of 
Miss  Margaret  Dwight.     New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal  opened* 
A  boys*  high  school  established  on  Center  Street*  Judge  Joseph 
Lyman  gave  the  town  the  site. 

1836  A  girls*  high  school  established  east  of  the  present  high  school 
building.    First  Church  parsonage  bought. 

,  1837    Rev.  Charles  Wiley  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  First  Church. 

/  1840    Dec.  21    railway  trains  began  running  between  Boston  and  Albany. 

1842  Northampton  Institution  for  Savings  organized  ?lar.  1/  Methodist 
Church  organized.     June  11,  a  severe  frost,  mercury  fell  to 
about  28,  great  damage  done  to  vegetation. 

1843  Great  flood  in  the  Connecticut  April  15-18.    Death  of  Gen. 
Mattoon,  ex-high  sher/iff,  at  Amherst  Sept.  11,  aged  88. 

1844  Catholic  Church  erected  on  King  Street. 

1845  May  30  a  severe  frost,  mercury  fell  to  28,  great  damage  done  to 
gardens  and  fruit.    Rev.  E.  Y.  Swift  ordained  as  pastor  of  the 
First  Church.    Feb.  28,  Connecticut  River  railroad  opened  from 
Springfield  to  Cabotville  (Chicopee);    Dec.  13,  road  opened  t  o 
Northampton.     Isaac  C.  Bates  died  Mar.  16,  aged  66.  Oliver 
^ith,  founder  of  Smith  Charities,  died  at  Hatfield,  Dec.  22. 

1846  Northampton  Young  Men's  Institute  formed  Jan.  8,  the  beginning 
of  the  present  Clarks  Libraiy.    At  this  date  only  about  five 
coal  stoves  tlsed  in  town. 


1847  Jtidge  Joseph  Lyman  died,  aged  80.    Dr.  Charles  L.  Seegar  died, 
aged  85.    Water- cpre  opened  on  Round  Hill  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Dennis  ton. 

1848  Holyoke  bank  organized,  now  the  First  National  Bank  . 

1849  New  town  hall  erected,  now  the  city  hall. 

1850  Methodist  Church  built.     Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward  died. 

1851  Great  Jenny  Lind  concert  in  Old  church  in  July.    Philip  Prince- 
ly of  Leeds,  105  yeard  old,  voted  the  Whig  ticket..  Encampment 
of  Sixth  Brigade  under  command  of  Gen.  BenJ .  E.  Cook.  Jail 
and  House  of  Correction  on  Union  Street  completed. 

1852  Rev.   Gordon  Hall  installed  as  pastor  of  Edwards  Church.  Gen. 
Kossuth,  the  distinguished  Hungarian,  visited  Northampton  as 
guest  of  Erastus  Hopkins,  and  gave  an  address  in  the  Old  church. 

1853  Northampton  Gas  Light  Co.  .organized.    Canal  Road  opened,  connect- 
ing Northampton  with  New  Haven.  Hon.  W.  A.  Hawley  sold  the 
Hampshire  Gazette  to  Hopkins,  Brid^an  &  Co.    Win.  A.  Hawley 
appointed  high  sheriff. 
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1854  Round  Hill  Water  Cure  establishment  purchased  by  Dr.  H.  Halstead 
for  $25,000.    Parsons  drug  store  block,  opposite  Old  church 
comoleted*    Rev.  Dr.  Wca.,  Allen  delivered  an  address  commemorat- 
ive of  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Hoethampton. 

1855  Site  for  the  Statoe  lunatic  hospital  imrchased,  176  acres, 
 -     for  $14,000.    Philip  Princely  died, aged  110  years. 

1856  Comer  stone  of  state  lunatic  hospital  laid  July  4  by  Hiasonic 
lodge*    First  organ  put  in  Old  churohr    chapel  erected  by 

First  Church.  Dr.  Daniel  Stebbins  died,  aged  90  yerae,  6  months. 
Northampton  dike  built. 

1858    State  lunatic  hospital  Apened  July  1,  Dr.  Wf^f.  H.  Prince, supt. 
Hampshire    G Gazette  and  Northampton  Courier  united  Nov.  let. 
lAike  Lyman  elected  register  of  probate;    Rev.  Zachary  Eddy 
installed  pastor  of  First  Church.     Samuel  F.  I^an  appointed 
judge  of  probate.    H.  H,  Ghilson  appointed  postmaster.  First 
appropriation  by  town  for  lighting  streets.    Hailstones  seven 
inches  in  ciccumferenoe  fell  in  Leeds. 

1860    Extensive  repairs  made  in  interior  of  Old  church,  pulpit  lowered 
three  feet.    First  directory^  of  Northampton  published  by 
Trumbull  &  Gere-    ifai.  Clark' s'jjpaper  mill  burned.    Sylvester  Judd 
died,  aged  71,  for  13  years  publisher  and  editor  of  Hampshire 
Gazette.    Death  of  Miss  Polly  Pomeroy,  dau^ter  of  Asahel 
Pomeroy,  aged  83. 

1862    Highest  water  ever  known  in  Connecticut  River,  known  as  the 
**Lincoln  flood",  all  the  houses  on  Maple  and  Fruit  Streets 
sul»nerged. 

Present  high  school  building  erected  at  Florence  by    Samuel  L. 
Hill. 

Hampshire  County  bank  organized.    Present  old  high  school 
building  erected. 

Street  railway  built  and  cars  began  running  Sept.  6. 

New  First  Church  parsonage  erected  on  Bridge  Street. 

^ailroad  tp  Williamsburg  opened  for  travel. 

John  Clarke,  founder  of  John  Clarke  Library  and  the  Clarke 
Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes,  died  July  4th.    Hampshire  Savings 
Bank  organized. 

Deatjji  of  Miss  Sophia  Smith  at  Hatfield,  founder  of  Smith 
College.     Clarke  Institution  opened  on  Round  Hill;     Town  auth- 
orized an  issue  of  $200,000  in  town  bonds  to  build  water  works. 
Edwards  Church  and  the  old  Dr.  Hunt  house,  easterly  corner  Main 
and  South  streets,  burned  May  19th.      wamer  Houee,  Warner  House 

block  and  I^man  block  burned  July  18th. 
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1871    Water  works  completed  and  formally  tested  Dec.  7;    fall  is 

90  feet  at  Florence,  220  feet  at  the  center,  and  240  feet  at 
Connecticut  River  depot.      Town  voted  $25,000  to  Smith 
College. 

1873  Florence  Savings  bank  organized. 

1874  Memorial  Hall  and  public  library  completed.    Kill  River  flood 
May  16»  lives  lost  in  Williamsburg  57,     Skinnerville  4, 
Haydenville  24,    Leeds  51;     total  136 « 

1875  Smith  College  buildings  dedlca5ted  July  14.  Feb.  9,  first 
construction  train  passed  through  Hoosac  Tunnel,  and  first 
passenger  train  April  9th. 

1876  Northampton  bank  robbed  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  worth 
of  money,  stocks  and  bonds,  Jan.  26.  First  Church  destroyed 
by  fire  June  27. 

1877  Corlier  stone  of  present  First  Church  laid  July  12;    up  to  this 
date  the  church  bell  has  been  rung  regularly  at  noon,  at  9 
o'clock  at  night,  at  the  assembling  of  town  meetings  and  at 
fire  alarms. 

1878  First  service  held  in  the  new  First  Church  May  5.     The  society 
since  the  burning  of  the  church  in  June  1876,  held  /its  meetings 
in  the  town  hall. 

1883  Ben j .  E.  Cook«  Jr.  chosen  first  mayor.    Hampshire  Gazette 
enlarged  Deo.  11. 

1884  City  government  Organized  ^an.  7.    MaJ.  Harvey  Kirkland,  for 

36  years  register  and  assistant  register  of  deeds,  died  Jan.  IJ 
aged  79.    After  a  trial  of  11  days  in  superior  court,  the  will 
of  Caleb  Cooley  Dickinson,  founder  of  Dickinson  hospital  for 
sick  poonqjras  sustained*  April  26.    J%y  29,  severe  frost,  mer- 
cury fell  to  260;  vegetation  and  fruit  buds  nearly  all  killed. 

1885  G«n.  Grant  died  on  Mt.  McGregor,  July  23rd.    TTemorial  exercises 
in  city  hall  to  honor  the  ex-president  Grant,  Aug.  8. 

1886  DickinsoiJ  Hospital  formally  opened  and  visited  by  1000  people 
^an.  1.     celebration  of  centennial  anniversary  of  establishment 
of    ampshire  Gazette.     The  city  first  lighted  by  electricity. 
Corner-stone  of  new  court-house  laid  in  August  with  imposing 
ceremonies,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Masonic  fraternities. 

1887  Sale  of  Edwin  Kingsley  property  on  I/ain  Street  to  E.  H.  R.  L3rman 
for  |l0,a00.     City  voted  by  10  majority  to  return  to  the  system 
of  liquor  license.    Massachusetts  Central  road  opened  for  travel 
in  December.    Founding  of  Chautauqua  Assembly  at  Laurel  Paik. 
Founding  of  Old  Ladies*  Home  on  South  Street.    Founding  of 

Home  Culture  clubs. 

1888  Death  of  George  W.  Hubbard,  who  was  instnamental  in  having 
Smith  College  located  in  Northompton  and  was  treasurer  of  thet 
institution.    First  Ghur  h  burned  Nov.  27. 
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18Q9  Extensive  work  feegun  in  the  way  of  sei^yering  the  city  under  the 
direction  of  a  board  of  sewer  commisei oners,  "'ork  of  erecting 
French  Catholic  Church  began. 

1890  Erection  of  Academy  of  Music,  vihtch  cost    |100,000,  and  the  gift 
of  E.        H.  Lyman,  was  begun.      Nov.  1,  daily  Gazette  established 

1891  Completion  of  new  South  Street  bridge  at      cost  of  about 
$60,000.    Organization  of  Y.  Sf.  C.  A. 

1892  Norwood  Ice  Company  nr6HHt»g«:aaPt  incorporated  with  a  capital 
of  $20,000,  and  incorporation    of  the  Norwood  Engineering  Co,, 
at  Florence  with  a  capital  of  |10,000.    Methodist  Church 
erected. 


1893    Work  of  erecting  Forbes  Library  with  funds  left  for  that  purpose 
by  the  late  Charles  E.  Forbes,  who  left  |250,000.     Street  cars 
began  running  by  electricity;  extension  of  the  railway  to  Bay 
State.    A  water  famine. 

1894    Electric  cars  began  running  to  Williamsburg.    Another  severe 

water  famine.    Work  is  inaugurated  for  building  a  new  reservoir. 
Episcopal  Ohurc^  erected  at  a  cost  of  §100,000,  the  gift  of 
George  Bliss. 

1895  Electric  cars  began  running  to  Easthampton.     Comer  stone  for 
new  high  school  building  laid  in  March. 

1896  The  work  of  changing  the  railroad  grades    undertaken  at  a  cost 
of  $1,000,000. 

1897  Edward  C.  Bodman    of  New  York  gave  Edwards  church  |5000  for 
new  organ. 

1898  Company  I  of  the  2nd  Regiment  leave  early  in  May  for  the  War 
in  Cuba.    The  Hampshire  County  Nationa?.  Bank  and  the  Hampshire 
Savings  Bank  wrecked  in  April  by  the  embezzlements  of  Lewis 
Warner,  the  president  and  treasurer. 

1899  President  McKinley  visits  Snith  College  at  June  commencement. 
Lewis  Warner  sentenced  to  state's  prison  in  November  for  a 
term  of  about  nine  years. 

1900  Submission  of  question  to  the  people  by  special  election 
whether  they  wish  to  adopt  a  new  city  charter.    Election  held 
Aug.  28.  Amendment  defeated,  but  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new 
armory  for  Company  I.     The  close  j^anday  night,  T>ec.  31. 

25th  anniversary  of  Smith  College  celebrated  Oct.  2  and  3- 
Cars  on  Northampton  and  Amherst  eleptric  rgadnhBgAn^  runnins  to 
Amherst  in  January;  to  Laurel  f^rt  in  SuniX  ^tfT^'KI  ^ 

October,  and  to  Holyoke  on  the  Northampton  and  Holyoke  roads 
in  October. 


From  the  first  Daily  Hampshire  Gazette  in  the  tventleth 
century. 


On  June  5th  1781,  ?.Trs.  Lois  (Phelps)  Pomeroy,  widow,  was 
"made  guardian  of  the  children  and  heirs  of  Joshua  Pomwroy,  viz,- 

Zsaao,  aged  20  years 

—   ^     ^  Gideon*  aged  16  years 

Justus,  aged  14  years,  and 

Prlncesa,  aged  9  years." 

The  above  Is  from  the  notes  that  Mrs.  Jennie  Poraeroy  T®,rllng  took 
from  court- records  at  the  Court-house  In  Northampton,  Mass.     In  a 
letter  written  to  me  (Ella  Pomeroy  Bcment)  Aug.  24,  1913,  she  said:- 
"I  wish  I  had  found  this  earlier,  as  It  would  ha^e  saved  some 
mistakes  in  the  Pomeroy  Book.     This  proves  that  Joshua  and  Lois 
did  not  die  on  the  seme  day,  as  the  book  says,  and  that  Isaac  was 
not  bom  in  1751,  and  that  Justus  and  Princess  were  not  twins^V 
There  were  it^s  of  expense  mentioned,  "for  a  journey  to  Hadley, 
to  Northampton,  to  Stockbrldge  and  Lanesborough,  horse  and  four 
days  expenses,  Ac"  —      Signed,  "D.  Jennie  Darling."— 

From  Family  Records. 
Joshua  Pomeroy  died  Apr.  21,  1779  62 
Mrs.  Lois  Pomeroy  died  March  14  1796  73 
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